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Collaborations Paving the Way
Dear St. Joseph Services Family,
Happy Spring!
This year has provided several wonderful opportunities for
collaboration to advance the mission of St. Joseph Services. These are
exciting times as we continue to work with current and new
community partners to expand programming and enhance the
learning experience for those we serve. As our community
strengthens, each new day offers a chance for us to work together
and pursue new opportunities.
In this newsletter, there are several examples of the power of
collaboration at work. From launching new programming designed to better equip youth with tools
to succeed, to a police officer volunteering to speak to program youth, to utilizing the support of
local college students wanting to tutor youth and adults in need, St. Joseph Services is bringing
together community members and organizations to address critical societal challenges and enrich
the educational opportunities of more than 1,000 program participants.
We are grateful for all of these collaborations and everything our partners are doing to enrich our
programs!
Fondly,
Guadalupe

Community Partners Supporting New Program
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St. Joseph Services launched a mentoring program for students at St. Angela School in Austin in the fall of this school year. The
new Youth Mentoring Program provides mentorship and skills development to build up students’ academic and personal
talents, as well as their self-esteem and community awareness. The program launch has been very successful thanks to
tremendous student participation and the support of two community partners.
The City of Chicago Department of Family Support Services (DFSS) has supported SJS youth programing for the past eight years
and is a vital partner in helping SJS serve youth in our communities. DFSS expanded its assistance through a new collaboration
with SJS to support the Youth Mentoring Program for the next three years. Austin Coming Together (ACT) has worked with SJS
for over a decade to serve the residents of the Austin community. ACT is working with SJS to provide resources and support for
the Youth Mentoring Program to aid in the program’s growth and impact.
Both of these partnerships are giving valuable experience and expertise to
the program. SJS is blessed to have the backing of DFSS and ACT, two
organizations that do so much good for the youth of Chicago. We are excited
the Youth Mentoring Program has so much community support and is off to
an incredible start!
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Developing Youth

Educating Adults

Two Youth Programs Coming Together
to Celebrate Mardi Gras

Spanish Classes Reach 350 Milestone

Middle school age students in
the new Youth Mentoring
Program took time to help
their younger peers in the
After School Program create a
Mardi Gras celebration at St.
Angela School in Austin. Youth
Mentoring Program students
worked with pre-kindergarteners to host a two day party with
food, games, and activities. The older students helped decorate
while the younger students created Mardi Gras themed art
projects. The celebration continued with games including
musical chairs and a snack. SJS Pre-Kindergarten Instructor
Sheron was thrilled to see how much all of the students
enjoyed themselves. She noted, “Everyone was having so much
fun. The younger children were excited to have the chance to
throw their own party. It meant a lot to them to see older
students help out and share their enthusiasm.”
St. Joseph Services is pleased to see students in the Youth
Mentoring Program already showing great leadership skills and
looking for ways to connect with younger children. They truly
have a sense of the value of helping others and their
community. Thank you Youth Mentoring Program students and
keep up the good work!

In 2011, English as a Second Language (ESL) volunteer
tutor Lisa created a Spanish class for ESL tutors interested
in learning Spanish. The classes were designed to not only
teach Spanish, but also show the ESL tutors what it’s like
to be the student while trying to learn a new language.
The class has continued serving ESL tutors through the
years and recently met for an astonishing 350th time!
The success and longevity of the classes is due to the
dedication of ESL tutors. SJS has been fortunate to have
numerous ESL tutors that have volunteered their time and
talents for over a decade. These ESL tutors continue to
improve their Spanish and hone their skills teaching
English to others. Their experience in the Spanish classes
has helped them learn and understand useful methods for
language learning and how to effectively teach others.
Congratulations on
the 350th class and
thank you for your
devotion to our ESL
students!

Transforming Lives
Social Justice Class Taking Action About Important Issues
The Social Justice Class, for After School Program students in Humboldt Park, has been busy
learning about the U.S. Constitution this year. Classes covered the Bill of Rights and how it
shapes our current laws. Students discussed Miranda rights, freedom of speech, gun laws,
and the right to protest. Their interest in these topics led to very informative interactions
with professionals that deal with maintaining and writing the law.
Officer Jay, a police officer from the Berwyn Police Department, visited the class and talked
about his experience enforcing the law, people’s legal rights, and why he enjoys his job. He
explained what a typical day is like for police officers and how he balances his job with his
family life. The students really enjoyed seeing the personal side of a police officer. They even had so many questions for Officer
Jay that they ran out of time during the Q&A!
The students desire to exercise their First Amendment right to protest and petition led them to direct contact with a U.S.
senator. The class had been discussing ways to bring attention to the gun violence in Chicago and how it even affects students
trying to walk home from school. Students wanted to expand Gun Free Zones in the city and decided to take action and create
a petition. The petition was soon created and the students were tasked with gathering signatures. Incredibly, over 200 people
signed the petition before it was mailed to U.S. Senator Dick Durbin. The students were very excited when they received a
response letter from Senator Durbin noting he is working on various solutions to reduce gun violence.
SJS is proud of the Social Justice Classes and their aspirations to make our communities safer places!
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Mid-Year Accomplishments
SJS received grant funding from 5

6 participants in our
Citizenship classes passed
their exams and are now

U.S. citizens

new

foundations and now receives funding from
the City of Chicago’s Department of Family
and Support Services (DFSS) for the
new Youth Mentoring Program in Austin

Partnerships with 5 local colleges

and universities for programming
interns and volunteers: Adler University,
DePaul University, Dominican University,
University of Illinois at Chicago, and
Wilbur Wright College

Winter Camps concluded in
early January and provided

academic, social, and
creative activities for
youth

Added 8 new
members to the

SJS Board
of Directors

Enrollment in fall

Computer Literacy
classes increased 23%
compared to the previous
year

Volunteer Story
Volunteer Spotlight
Volunteers play such an important role in helping St. Joseph Services make a
difference in the community and this year is no different. An incredible
example of this is seen in SJS After School Program volunteer, Hannah. Hannah
began volunteering for SJS this school year and provides classroom assistance
for the pre-kindergartners. She helps the students with worksheets, art
projects, and story time. Hannah’s warm personality and encouragement have
made her beloved by the students in her class.
Recently, one of the student’s families decided to show Hannah their
appreciation for having a positive impact on their daughter. The family
reached out to Hannah to say thank you and gave her a personalized gift for
always taking the time to make her students feel special. Hannah was very
touched by this gesture and noted it was a moment she will always cherish. “I
was blown away. I always enjoy my time with the students, so to see they
enjoy it as well makes me feel really good.”
Hannah is a wonderful asset to the After School Program and SJS is delighted to have such an amazing volunteer!
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SJS Updates & Resources
We hope that everyone is staying safe and healthy at this time. Please check our website for
these helpful updates and resources regarding COVID-19 that may be beneficial at this time:
Call4Calm is a free-of-charge emotional support
text line for Illinois residents experiencing stress
and mental health issues related to COVID-19.
Text: "TALK" to 5-5-2-0-2-0 or for Spanish:
"HABLAR" to 5-5-2-0-2-0
OR text "unemployment" "food" or "shelter" to
navigate access to support and resources.

St. Joseph Services is now on Twitter!
Follow us at @SJosephServices

- IRS Get My Payment Information
- Economic Impact Payment for Children
- IRS Special Alert (For Non-filers and VA, SSI
Recipients)
- Full List of Resources (Employment, Emergency,
Housing, Food)
- Reading Resources (Literacy Programs, Writing
Activities, Book Grants)
- Helpful Resources for Families
- Teaching Remotely: Ideas and
Strategies

Program Locations
St. Joseph Services
Administrative Office
1501 N Oakley Blvd
Chicago, IL 60622
(773) 278-0484
(at Josephinum
Academy)

Austin
1332 N Massasoit Ave
Chicago, IL 60651
(773) 796-5110
(at St. Angela School)

Austin
501 N Central Ave
Chicago, IL 60644
(at Austin Community
Family Center)

Humboldt Park
1510 N Claremont Ave
Chicago, IL 60622
(773) 278-0485
(at St. Aloysius Parish
Monsignor Thiele
Center)

Avondale
3043 N Francisco Ave
Chicago, IL 60618
(at Resurrection Parish)

Glenview
3535 Thornwood Ave
Glenview, IL 60026
(at St. Catherine
Labouré Parish)

