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Mission Committee Going Strong
The SJS Mission Committee is now entering its fourth
year and is busier than ever! The Committee is led by
Sister Joanne Vasa, D.C. and is comprised of SJS staff
members Victoria, Joseph, Jeremy, and Arnestina. This
year, the Committee has been regularly providing
activities to support and encourage the many ways each
SJS employee and volunteer can live out the SJS mission.
This has included celebration of special feast days,
regular reflection opportunities at all our sites, and
creative ways to challenge each other to be “mission-driven.”
The Committee is thrilled with the great effort by the staff to know the SJS mission, vision, and values
from memory. At the beginning of the year, the staff was tested on these statements and the group
composite score was 79%. A recent retest revealed an improved average of 85%! There is still work
to be done, but we are so proud that we are headed in the right direction.
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The Mission Committee is also saying farewell to an original and treasured member. Joseph was one
Owens Shelby
of the founding members when the Committee was initiated by Sister Germaine Price, D.C. in 2015.
Joseph completed his term in March with a fun and informational activity on none other than St.
Joseph during our feast day celebration. The Committee is so grateful for all the hard work Joseph provided. Thank you for
being such an amazing member, Joseph!
Inspired by the vision of St. Vincent DePaul, St. Joseph Services educates youth and adults,
developing values and talents through collaborations to strengthen communities.

Adler Volunteers Leading the Way
St. Joseph Services has always been blessed
with amazing volunteers from Adler
University, and this year is no different!
Austin After School Program volunteer
Jeana has been volunteering with SJS twice a week since
September 2018. Jeana is a graduate student at Adler
University and is looking to become a youth mental health
counselor. Jeana enjoys music, exploring new places in the
city, and traveling. She works with the Pre-K students,
providing classroom support and help with any worksheets or
projects that students are working on. The SJS staff in Austin
love how positive and inspiring Jeana is with the students.
Jeana is appreciated by all of her students and is a great asset
to the After School Program.
In Humboldt Park, SJS is privileged to have four volunteers
from Adler University who started in October 2018 providing
excellent service to our adult programming. Cheyenne is a
graduate student and is studying Art Therapy. She teaches an
English as a Second (ESL) class every Wednesday and

provides individual tutoring to students
seeking extra help. Cheyenne also helps
collect curriculum resources for listening
activities. Brandon is working on a
doctorate in Clinical Psychology. He co-teaches an ESL class at
our off-site location, St. Catherine Laboure Parish in
Glenview. Brandon has led outreach efforts to bring in
community resources for our Glenview students. Meg is a
graduate student and is seeking a degree in Clinical Mental
Health. Meg co-teaches an ESL class on Mondays, teaches an
ESL class on Tuesdays, and provides individual tutoring.
George is a graduate student and is studying Clinical
Psychology. He teaches Citizenship class on Thursdays,
helping students prepare for the U.S. citizenship exam.
George also provides individual citizenship tutoring on
Fridays. Our adult programming students are so fortunate to
have volunteers like these that truly care about their
students’ progress.
Thank you Jeana, Cheyenne, Brandon, Meg, and George!
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Developing Youth
Theatre Club Gearing Up for Debut Play
Austin After School Program students in the Drama Club are busy rehearsing for their
first play, Pan, which will debut at our annual Night of the Arts celebration on May
17th at St. Angela School. The Drama Club is a new addition to our weekly clubs this
year and is run by volunteers from the DePaul Theatre Team. The club has become
very popular with the students and is now our biggest with over twenty-five 3rd
through 5th grade participants! Rehearsals have been held every Friday since
December and the students have worked incredibly hard.
“It has been great to see the enthusiasm and improvement the students have made in such a short time,” noted Austin After
School Program Manager, Jamesha. “We are so excited to be able to put on a play for friends and family of the students and
also for the Austin community. This is going to be a wonderful addition to the Night of the Arts.” SJS can’t wait for this muchanticipated debut. Break a leg, Drama Club!

Educating Adults
Adult Education Coordinator Exploring Best Practices
When Harry became the Adult Education Coordinator last summer, he knew he wanted to
make sure programming was heading in the right direction. This sentiment helped drive Harry
to conduct research on best practices and attend relevant trainings and seminars whenever
possible, including Harry applying for a scholarship, which was approved, to attend the annual
Illinois Adult and Continuing Educators Association Conference in Springfield this March.
Harry’s scholarship included attendance fees and transportation costs to this three-day
professional development conference, which provided trainings on leadership and strategies
to improve adult education.
Harry has used this information to plan for the direction of SJS adult programming. The English as a Second Language Program
will look into using a new testing system in the near future and the program curriculum will be updated to include additional
teaching techniques. Another significant upgrade Harry is working to implement is to ensure what is taught is in fact the most
helpful for our students in reaching their personal goals. “It is important to make sure the skills we are teaching our students
match up with their needs. This includes improving skills necessary for new employment for some, while other students want
to have the ability to help their children with homework or better communicate with doctors.”
SJS is very pleased with Harry’s leadership and excited for the direction of our adult programming!

Transforming Lives
PAID Program Continues to Expand and Reach Needs
The Professional Advancement Internship Development (PAID) Program is entering its sixth year of
providing internships and staff development. The PAID Program has evolved and expanded greatly over
the years to meet local needs. This year, SJS is very excited about a new partnership with a current
collaborator. SJS and Josephinum Academy of the Sacred Heart will be working together to provide the
Community Mentoring Internship component of the PAID Program to Josephinum students starting this
summer. Students will receive training to prepare them for employment in various sectors and include lessons on life skills,
technology skills, public speaking, and resume writing. Students will also have work hours designed to provide an introduction
to different career opportunities. SJS is so happy to be working with Josephinum students again!
Another revision to the PAID Program includes a new focus for the Community Mentoring Apprenticeship (CMA) component.
CMA will now focus on providing part-time workers in the non-profit sector with experience and the skills required to
eventually move into leadership roles. Apprentices will include community members and SJS employees interested in gaining
practice in non-profit work and attaining skills to help them better pursue opportunities. SJS PAID Manager Victoria has been
working hard with local organizations to launch this new direction. “I am so excited SJS will be able to provide this kind of
training,” shared Victoria. “This is a great way to advance the community. Local residents can now learn skills to help them take
on leadership roles with organizations that serve the interests of the community.”

SJS is proud to have the opportunity to teach others who are looking to make the world a better place!
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Mid-Year Accomplishments

6 participants in our Citizenship

Winter Camps concluded

classes passed their exams and are

in early January and included field

now U.S.

trips to Navy

citizens

After School students visited

Pier and
volunteering at the Pacific
Mission Garden

elderly residents and
brought Christmas gifts, sang
carols, and created art projects
with the residents

Received grant funding from 3

new foundations

Enrollment in fall Computer

Literacy classes increased 50%
compared to the previous year

Converted to a new top-of-theline database for donor,
participant, volunteer, and
financial data storage

Social Justice Classes Tackling Important Subjects
The Social Justice classes available to 7th and 8th grade students in the After School Program are entering their third year, and
the results and level of participation have been amazing. In Austin, classes covered gun violence, creating positive change, and
dealing with stressful issues and conflicts. Students discussed the numerous effects gun violence has on the Austin community
and throughout the country. Students examined how they can effect change in their community through various tactics
including neighborhood clean-ups, bake sales benefiting local charities, and community gardens. Methods to better deal with
stress and conflict resolution were also presented and offered students various techniques on managing trauma and anger.
In Humboldt Park, topics covered this year included bullying, Black History
Month, and nutrition. Volunteers from DePaul University led discussions
about bullying with information on its effects on others and ways to help
reduce bullying in school. Discussions were also held about promoting
peace and how to make others feel more welcome. Students created
PowerPoint presentations on important historical figures for Black History
Month which included Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, and Barack
Obama. Students are currently finishing a nutrition program that highlights
the importance of exercise and a balanced diet. Upcoming topics include a
bicycle program that teaches about the environment and health benefits
of using bikes, as well as a gardening project at a nearby community
garden.

DePaul University Volunteers lead a discussion on
bullying and promoting peace in school

The Social Justice classes have been an incredible addition to the After School Program. Our Social Justice Advocates, Arnestina
and Gabe, have done a tremendous job!
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Save the Date!
Crews & Brews
Hosted by the SJS Associate Board
Tuesday, June 18th, 2019
Lagunitas Brewing Company
2607 W 17th St, Chicago, IL 60608

Trivia Nights
Thank you to everyone who attended our two
Trivia Nights at Josephinum Academy. We hope
you had fun and learned something new!
Thanks for your support!!

Program Locations
St. Joseph Services
Administrative Office
1501 N Oakley Blvd
Chicago, IL 60622
(773) 278-0484
(at Josephinum
Academy)

Austin
1332 N Massasoit Ave
Chicago, IL 60651
(773) 796-5110
(at St. Angela School)

Austin
501 N Central Ave
Chicago, IL 60651
(at Austin Community
Family Center)

Humboldt Park
1510 N Claremont Ave
Chicago, IL 60622
(773) 278-0485
(at St. Aloysius Parish
Monsignor Thiele
Center)

Avondale
3043 N Francisco Ave
Chicago, IL 60618
(at Resurrection Parish)

Glenview
3535 Thornwood Ave
Glenview, IL 60026
(at St. Catherine
Laboure Parish)

