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Dear Friends,
As many of you know, a true, dear friend of mine and St. Joseph
Services passed away on February 22nd – my mother-in-law, Mildred
Dolan Sullivan.
Much of Mildred’s compassion and faith was formed at age 10 when
her father died on the Hindenburg. She had her three siblings were
raised by a single mother, who taught them to trust in God for their
needs. Mil and Harold raised their 12 children and influenced their 41
grandchildren to look out for those most in need; dedicated to service
in her St. Joan of Arc Parish and community, she volunteered tirelessly.
Mildred always taught by example…a powerful friend and role model
to so many. Through her actions, she motivated her children,
Mildred Dolan Sullivan and Lisa grandchildren, extended family and wide circle of friends to help
at the Fall Festival in 2011.
others and to nurture the growth of St. Joseph Services.
“Who Wears it Best? “
We vote for Mil!

As Mildred’s legacy attests, one powerful role model can create
enormous change, the ripple effect of which is unimaginable. As we
prepare to embark on our first Transform a Life Campaign, I’m struck by the theme: The Power of
One. How this brings Mildred to mind! I am blessed to have many positive role models in my life,
including Mil. And as violence rages in the streets and headlines the news each day, I reflect on the
good news that you don’t hear about. I am inspired by our staff, volunteers, students and families in
our programs and communities who provide hope as positive role models. And ultimately, we are
renewed in commitment to encourage role models in the life of every neighbor in our Austin,
Humboldt Park and Avondale communities that SJS serves. The Power of One.
The impact of violence seems daunting, but there is much that each of us can do. At St. Joseph
Services, daily we connect individual volunteers with kids and adults who flourish with the
encouragement of these role models. As a group, we incorporate numerous anti-violence strategies
teaching problem solving and conflict resolution skills in our After School programs, Open Gym and
Beyond Basketball. As an organization, we currently serve on numerous committees and task forces
with like-minded religious and civic leaders who will neither give up nor give in to the violence our
children face. Thank you for sharing your “Power of One”!
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Lisa Sullivan, Executive Director
P.S. Watch for The Power of One which kicks off March 19th, the Feast of St. Joseph!

What’s New
St. Joseph Services has taken steps to partake in the anti-violence campaign put forth by the Chicago
Freedom School. Sr. Sharon will begin to explore with students the idea of why senseless violence
occurs. She will follow the curriculum of Something is Wrong: Exploring the Roots of Youth Violence
(as well as resources from Now is the Time), which is designed to get young people thinking and
discussing their own life experiences. It has lessons on oppression, racism, media literacy, and gang
violence which guides youth to a deeper understanding of our society and the complexities of our
world.
As part of the campaign, Sr. Sharon plans to work with students as well as members of other
communities around Chicago to make artistic crosses that depict how particular individuals feel
about violence and their personal experiences with it. We look forward to seeing some of their
creations!

www.stjosephservices.org

Crosses made by students, similar
to those Sr. Sharon hopes to
make with her students.
Photo credit: Kreado Arts & Crafts

Developing Youth
At 16, James found himself
heading down a troubled path
in life. Then he heard about
St. Joseph Services from a
friend. He began participating
in Open Gym four years ago,
and has seldom missed
coming a single Sunday since.
Guided by positive role
models at Austin’s SJS
James (shown with whistle)
Community Center, James
coaches at the SJS Basketball
transitioned from participant
Tournament in Austin.
to volunteer, coming every
weekend to lend a hand and help mentor younger
participants. He also recently volunteered to be a coach and
referee at St. Joseph Services’ first basketball tournament.
Now 20, James participates in the site’s Beyond Basketball
Program through which SJS sponsored James to attend an
Illinois High School Association referee training program to
become an official high school basketball referee. James is
also enrolled and taking classes at Harold Washington
College. “James is doing a fantastic job,” beams Site Director
Bradly. “He has really turned his life around.”

Educating Adults
Maria began St. Joseph
Services ESL program at
SJS’s Avondale location in
January
2012.
She
expanded her sights adding
a computer class in our
Humboldt Park center.
Maria
recognizes
the
benefits: "I have noticed
improvement in my ability
to
understand
spoken Maria (left) poses with a fellow
English and have also seen Avondale ESL student, Mary.
growth in my writing
skills." She emphasizes, "The teachers are very patient and
kind. They find a variety of ways of explaining things."
Maria's improvements also show in the literacy assessment
test. Upon completing 33 hours of English class, her student
performance level advanced to what is typically achieved
after 60 hours, advancing an entire level. Maria is very
proud of her progress. With the support of her instructors
and highly motivated by results, she will continue to pursue
her goals.

Transforming Lives
Often while transforming
the lives of others, our
volunteers
find
transformation in their
own lives as well. In the
Spring of 2010, when her
son was a senior in high
school, Pam Fitzell began
looking for volunteer
work to fill her time.
Encouraged by Executive
Pam Fitzell (front right) with two
of her students at the
Director Lisa Sullivan, Pam
Humboldt Park Christmas Potluck.
began tutoring with the
adult literacy program at Humboldt Park in March 2010.
After having been involved with the fundraising side of
things at SJS, Pam found that she tremendously enjoyed the
hands-on aspect of working with the students. She describes
how inspired she was by their dedication and commitment
to the program: “I was just so honored that they kept

coming back...they always did their assignments and
homework, and they kept showing up, even with all the
other things they had going on in their lives.”
Although she appreciated the cozy atmosphere of our
former Humboldt Park site at Casa de Providencia, she
enjoys the new facility. She finds it allows her more space
and a professional atmosphere, with whiteboards and desks,
that better accommodates students’ learning.
Pam emphasizes she has loved all of her experiences at SJS .
She recognizes that volunteering has filled a void in her life,
and asserts that she probably gets more out of it than the
students: “I’m inspired every week by the dedication and
hard work of my students. They are delightful individuals
who have shared and taught me many things; not only
about their native culture, but the challenges and joys of life
in general.”
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Mid-year Accomplishments
More than

60

participants attended the
Winter Basketball
Tournament in Austin.
Volunteer coaches and
referees came from within the
SJS Beyond Basketball
Program and t-shirts, trophies,
and concessions were
provided by individuals and
businesses in the community.
SJS’s new Austin After School
Program serves

230

students, compared with 78
served at our site last year.

Over

The

100

6th-8th

attended the Three Kings Day
celebration at our Humboldt Park
center. An SJS student provided music,
families donated refreshments, and the
Alderman provided gifts.
Each instructor in Austin guides

12-15

After School Program students daily.

Austin employs

19

grade boys became big brothers to the
4th grade boys. When finished with
their homework, the older boys help
the younger boys with theirs.

ESL students created a cookbook
comprised of family recipes. The books
sold for

$20

each at our Fall Festival to raise
money for programs.

young adults part-time from within the community to
work at the Austin After School Program, compared with
3 that were employed last year.

SJS Brings Community Together for Basketball
St. Joseph Services held its very first Basketball Tournament at the SJS Community Center in
Austin this past December. Boys from the Austin community between the ages of 13 and 17
participated, free of charge, from December 26th through December 30th. Community spirit
came alive as coaches, referees, and other volunteers came out from within the
neighborhood to help with the event. Various businesses and community members
generously donated a variety of supplies including meals for the participants, sports drinks,
and sports memorabilia. The first two days incorporated exercises meant to enhance
basketball skills and build rapport between the players and
coaches. The remaining three days, the players divided into
teams and played tournament-style games until one team
Players vie for position during
the tournament.
triumphed. A fantastic time was had by all who attended and
volunteered! Winning coach Darae Taylor summed up the success: “The real victory
happened when neighbors reached out and volunteered to help other neighbors!”
St. Joseph Services gratefully thanks 29th Ward Alderman Deborah Graham, 37th Ward
Accretive Health, Alderman Emma Mitts, Austin Chamber of Commerce, BP Amoco, New Life
“They are scrappy...they
Covenant Church (UIC) - Singles Ministry, AmericanCampaigns.net, the Chicago Bulls, Waldo a lot on a little!”
Mart, San Miguel School, and our
volunteer referees. Your time, expertise, and generosity
- Mary Tolan on the SJS staff
were greatly appreciated. Thank you for helping SJS offer kids a safe winter break full of fun!
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Participants wait patiently for
their turn at scrimmage
exercises.

Volunteers

Happenings

“Tutoring ESL for St. Joseph Services is definitely
one of the most rewarding things I’ve ever done!”
Pam Fitzell, ESL Tutor
Pam Fitzell has been involved with St. Joseph Services for
many years. Initially acting as a co-chair for the SJS Fall
Festivals, she started volunteering as an ESL tutor at the
Humboldt Park site two years ago.
To follow in Pam’s footsteps and lend a hand, contact
Volunteer Coordinator Bea Jurado:
Phone: (773) 278-0484
Email: bjurado@ stjosephservices.org

March 2013
19: Feast of St. Joseph &
Transform a Life Campaign kick-off
April 2013
21: Humboldt Park Carnival
27: SJS Annual Trivia Night
21-27: National Volunteer Week
May 2013
3: May Night of the Arts in Austin
June 2013
17: Summer Camp begins
24: Accretive Health Golf Outing

October 5th—Save the Date for the Fall Festival!

Visit Us
Austin
St. Angela School
1332 N. Massasoit Ave.
Chicago, IL 60651

Humboldt Park
Monsignor Thiele Center
1510 N. Claremont Ave.
Chicago, IL 60622

Avondale
Resurrection Parish
3043 N. Francisco Ave.
Chicago, IL 60618

St. Joseph Services
1501 N. Oakley Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60622
www.stjosephservices.org

St. Joseph Services
Administrative Offices
Josephinum Academy
1501 N. Oakley Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60622
(773) 278-0484

